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a Claim in respect of Monies advanced by the late James
Hodges, Esq., on security of the lands of the late Zemin-
dar of Nozeed and Mustaphanagur, in the district of Fort
St. George, in the East-Indies, now under the government
of the Honourable the East-India Company."
That the said hill having been read a second time in
your right honourable house, the same was referred to a
committee thereof, for the purpose of enabling the pro-
moter of the said bill to prove his case before the said
committee.
That your petitioners have understood and believe, that
the said committee are about to report to your right
honourable house, that the promoter of the said bill has
proved in the preamble thereof, with the exception of the
last passage in the first paragraph in such preamble, and
that the same has been altered accordingly in the said
committee.
That at the time of issuing the order of the president
and council of Madras of the 25th day of November, 1784
(hereinafter mentioned), the debt claimed by Captain
James Arthur Murray, the promoter of the said bill, was
due (if due at all) from Macca Narsinva Opparow, for-
merly Zemindar of Nozeed and Mustaphanagur, within
the presidency of Madras, to Mr. James Hodges, in whose
right the said Captain Murray claims to be entitled to the
debt.
That the effect of the said bill, if it should pass into a
law, will be to compel your petitioners to pay the private
debt of the zemindar.
That your petitioners have not, by any contract, become
liable to pay the said debt.
That your petitioners have not, at any time, possessed
or received any part of the property or possessions of the
zemindar, to which they had not, by the direct admission